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Semi-Annual Meeting
Sunday May 18, 2008
Lunch following 11:00 service ~ Meeting 1:00pm

Please join your church family for a Sandwich Bar Lunch followed by the
Semi-Annual Meeting. This is a meeting for the whole church family. Come
and hear the exciting happenings going on at First Lutheran Community
church and be a part of the decision making process.

Child care will be available during the meeting and we look forward to seeing

you there!
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The Questions
BY
PASTOR ALLEN

Dear Friends,

I have appreciated many of the discussions, emails, and comments regarding the science/faith sermon
series and now the Amazing Grace series as well. It has reconfirmed my notion that everyone is a
theologian. Everybody has something to say about God. Whether we are a grocery clerk, an account-
ant, or a computer tech, we all think deeply about what we believe and why we believe it. The word
theology is simply a system of thought that attempts to answer the ultimate questions of our lives in
reference to God. Even atheists are theologians who have specific ideas about a universe devoid of
any divine presence.

Unfortunately, the tendency with our theological constructs is to convince ourselves that our neat lit-
tle systems of belief we have put together over the years are the Absolute Truth. But no mere mortal
is in a position to argue for that kind of certitude. In reality the most our individual theologies can
hope to claim is to be partly correct& to present a more accurate picture of our relationship with God,
but not the whole enchilada.

Thatos why Jesus used the metaphor of figrowingo so often to describe the Kingdom of God. We
need to be constantly growing in our faith, maturity, and understanding of Godds ways. Martin Luther
liked to ask the teaching question: fiwhat does this mean?0 Itds a question at the heart of doing theol-
ogy. If God is love, what does that mean? If grace is true, what does that mean? If everybody is go-
ing to heaven, what does that mean? If apart from a confession of faith in Jesus, people are going to
Hell, what does that mean? If salvation is as much about this life as the life to come, what does that
mean? If Jesus is the clearest picture we have of the character of God, what does that mean?

I said in a sermon last month, that our personal theology is like a three-legged stool built on the foun-
dation of Scripture, the teachings of the Church, and our own unique experience and relationship with
God. Our theology seeks to find a coherent balance between those three sources of knowing and then
asking of our conclusions, what does this mean?

My best sermons are not those that get you to agree on my interpretation of things, but those that in-
trigue your thinking, challenge you to expand your ideas or motivate you to do something in your
own life. A sermon is successful when it gets you to talk and read and reflect and discuss the topic
more and work on your own theological beliefs. The questions a sermon raises in your mind may be a
lot more important than any answers you are given. Ever notice, how in the rabbinic style of Jewish
teachers, when Jesus was asked a question, how often he answered it with another question? What if
Godods best answers to us are also questions? And what if, by inspiring questions in us, the Bible actu-
ally reads us, instead of us reading it? As it says in the book of Hebrews: 4:12 (TEV)

fiThe word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It cuts all the way
through, to where soul and spirit meet, to where joints and marrow come together. It judges the de-
sires and thoughts of the heart.o

Thanks for being such a fun and unique congregation to write sermons for.

Pastor Allen






