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Batteris Up!

Calling EVERYBODY for another chance at bat!
Sunday August 3rd an
All-Church Co-ed Softball Game.

We will meet on the field at Hidden Creek Elementary
2:00 pm. This is a fun event for everyone. Bring a picnic lunch if you want to eat, and get ready to
have a great time with your church family!

Sign ups are at the Welcome Center. We need 20 people to have two teams. Please plan on mak-
ing this part of your familyis summer events!

Missing your giving envelopes?
Look on page 5 to find out why.

Pastor Allen Cudahy Pastor Orville Jacobson Virgil Wood, Pastor Emeritus



Friendship
By Pastor Allen

Summertime and friends just seem to go together. Our sons have had friends over or have
gone off with friends almost every day since graduation. Jeannelynn and | have had the
opportunity to hang out with friends a bit more than usual as well. Friends are an important
or rather an indispensable part of life. | hope you have found time this summer to enjoy
your friends.

Friendship is the catalyst for every other love and the foundation of every healthy relation-
ship. In his book, The Broken Heart, James J. Lynch shows that lonely people live signifi-
cantly shorter lives than those with deep friendships. In other words, God created us to
need each other. We need friends.

I was told in seminary that pastors shouldnét have friends in their congregations. We need
to have a certain professional distance in order to provide good pastoral care. Well, | have
learned over the past 25 years that that is simply not true. At least for me. After being at
First Lutheran so long, MOST of our friends go to this church. And those we have outside
the church often start coming.

Three facts | have learned about friendship:

Fact 1: Friendships have many different levels. There are friends we see occasionally, and
then there are friends we see every day. There are friends we play with and there are
friends with which we share our deepest thoughts and feelings. There are friends at work
and there are friends at church and there are friends in the neighborhood. There is a place
for all kinds of friends in our lives.

Fact 2: Friendships may change with the seasons of life. We are naturally drawn to people
who face the same problems and share the same dreams, and those change throughout our
lives.

Fact 3: We all need friends. Friendship is part of God's plan for our lives.

Jesus placed great value on relationships. The Bible tells us that he spent much of his time
deepening relationships with a few he was in ministry with - not the crowds! His teachings
are filled with practical suggestions on how to be a friend and how to have healthy relation-
ships.



One of most beautiful portraits of friendship is found in the book of Ruth. It is the story of
Naomi, a godly woman, a wife, and the mother of two married sons. Naomi's husband and
sons died leaving Naomi and her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah, alone. (note:
thatés Orpah, not Oprah) Because they had neither food nor money and no certainty of
what the future might hold, Naomi chose to return to Bethlehem, her homeland. On the
way, Naomi suddenly stopped to tell Ruth and Orpah that they should return to their homes
in Moab because there they would have the chance to marry again. Both Ruth and Orpah
protested, but Naomi was insistent. Finally, Orpah gave in and returned home, but Ruth
would not leave Naomi, her mother-in-law and friend. Noami was amazed at the loyalty
Ruth offered, and together they made the trip to Bethlehem.

Interestingly, it was there that Ruth met and married Boaz. They had a son named Obed,
who later became the grandfather of King David. Ruth, a gentile from Moab, became part
of the family line of Jesus. All because Ruth was loyal! Because Ruth was a friend!

As usual | have a large number of weddings this time of year, and Ruth 1:16-18 is one of
the Bible passages that comes up from time to time. Its been said that the best of marriages
are made by the best of friends. The following excerpt is a conversation and pledge be-
tween these two family members as well as best friends.

"But Ruth replied, Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go, |
will go, and where you stay, | will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my
God. Where you die I will die, and there 1 will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it
ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me. When Naomi realized that
Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her." (Ruth 1:16-18)

Ruth says, "Where you go | will go. Where you stay | will stay.” Ruth was willing to com-

mit her life in friendship. Friendship doesn't just happen. True friendship takes consistent
investments of time. Time spent together in friendship creates a memory bank from which
we can make withdrawals when tough times come and we need encouragement. Time is a
priceless gift and one of the most powerful communicators of love. When we are willing to
give 30 minutes of time, we are actually giving 30 minutes of life! Ruth was willing to sac-
rifice her entire life agenda for the sake of her friendship with Naomi.
We live in a "quick-fix" world that often fails to understand or address the relationship
truth that it takes time to build a friendship. It is so easy to fill every time slot of every day
with work and family activity, leaving little or no room for friends. The waters of life are
often difficult to navigate. True friends are willing to get in the boat and ride out the storm
with us.
We tend to think of time in terms of time spent rather than time invested. The depth of the
friendship depends upon the investment of time we can make -- or are willing to make.
Summer is a season in which we have a little more of that time to invest. The good news is
that we still have almost half of it left. Have some fun this month and invite somebody to
join you. See you in church.

Your friend,

Pastor Allen



Council Clips
from the July meeting

We had a wonderful July council meeting! It was extended to replace the usual yearly 2-day retreat
and we spent time breaking bread together and participating in a relationship building exercise led by
Pastor Allen.

Most of the meeting was spent listening to and interacting with Ryan Hayter and Bill Krabler, co-
managers of the Community Center Project. We were updated on the project and participated in dis-
cussion that generated additional ideas for raising money and expanding communication. We came up
with some really great ideas and you can get more details by checking the minutes posted at the wel-
come center.

The church council as a body has been charged to do the following:

Help with Communication

Pray

Give Ideas

Help with volunteering (You know, actually volunteer!)

Stay Informed and Updated

Speak Positively. Respond to any concerns related to church activities and community center ac-
tivities/status/fund raising.

Don't you think it a would be a great idea if every member of FLCC, not just the council, did the same?

Please remember to check the web site often: flcchurch.com
Contact Ryan at ryan@hayterpr.com ; Contact Bill at paintbydesign@comcast.net
Feel free to email me at j-stege@wavecable.com or call me at 871-3581. The email addresses of all
the council members are available on the web site.
Marie Stege, President, FLCC Council

General Budget Update
June 2008

Expenses YTD- $ 243,600
Income YTD- $ 226,400
Pledge recid % 95%

Thank you for your tithes and offerings. First Lutheran is
solely supported by your gifts. If you have questions about
your giving statement please contact Sonja in the office.



